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Few categories of the book-publishing world are bigger than the one devoted to investing and money
management. Yet for all their titles, the themes are mind-numbingly similar.

There are get-rich-quick books, estate-planning books, trend books and the beat-the-market tomes. There are
guides for reading market indicators, repairing bad credit, saving for college and cloning billionaire Warren
Buffett's value-investing strategy.

In other words, you can spend a lot of money to learn how to make money.

The problem with these books isn't as much the advice they give as their assumptions about the audience. In
most cases, the target reader is a man who has a job, is happily married and has 2½ kids.

Some books target specific needs, such as caring and providing for an elderly relative, but they still make certain
assumptions.

A pioneering new book titled "The Seven Pearls of Financial Wisdom" aims to fill the gap. Written by Forbes
columnist Camilla Webster and financial planner Carol Pepper, the book is aimed at women.

But unlike "Womenomics," the 2009 book by Claire Shipman and Katty Kay, "Seven Pearls" isn't as much about
workplace dynamics as it is about life outside the shop or office.

What really sets "The Seven Pearls" apart are the assumptions it makes about readers. If you know, love or
support an alcoholic in your life, have an aging parent suffering from Alzheimer's disease, are worried about
having children and considering or paying for expensive fertilization procedures, hate your job, are dependent
on another income earner, or are responsible for someone who is sick, then this the book is for you.

Women have to "overcome the unspoken money matters that derail traditional financial planning," Ms. Webster
told me. She also cited Doris Buffett, Warren's older sister, who said: "Become personally involved and know
exactly where your money is going."

These are the kinds of issues people truly face. Flawed people are the ones we really know. Even for those of us
who live and work in the nation's financial capital, we know life is messy and finances can be messier. Life's real
financial struggles are not about chasing yields, finding the right mutual fund or when to buy gold, they are
about the curve balls fate throws us and our loved ones.
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That the book is aimed toward women is no accident. Women have quietly become a financial force in America.
They've held the pocketbook for a long time in marriage, but in America today more women have stayed or
become single without shedding the responsibility of parents, children and boyfriends. 

At the same time, the financial clout of women is growing. A study by the Pew Research Center in 2010 found
that in one out of five couples the woman earns more than the male partner, up from just 4% in 1970. Time
magazine's current issue is led by a cover story about "The Richer Sex." It details the rise of women as the
financial muscle in the traditional household, how women are becoming more educated and better paid then
men.

"Women have flocked to colleges and universities in the past two or three decades," the article's author, Liza
Mundy, told National Public Radio. "Women achieved parity with men in the 1980s and then they began
outnumbering them on college campuses. And we are starting to see the economic rewards for women of that."

Ms. Pepper and Ms. Webster examine the trend more deeply. They found that despite achieving earning power,
many of today's women are lost when it comes to adding finances to their everyday concerns: When should I
have a baby? Or, should I get a prenuptial agreement?

Men might be surprised at how deeply these questions trouble women, Ms. Webster said. Women might be
surprised, too. Ms. Webster said many women don't have much in the way of help when it comes to navigating
the social expectations of their gender and harsh financial reality.

Ms.Webster adds that she and Ms. Pepper reached out to people "who have experienced everything you have
been through or who are experts in everything you need to know about the money in your life."

For answers, the authors turned to dozens of successful women who've blazed the trail. Among them: novelist
Barbara Taylor-Bradford, news anchor Rita Cosby, first daughter Lauren Bush, Ms. Buffett and Jane Applegate,
who founded and runs a small-business consulting firm.

Their perspectives helped shape the "Seven Pearls" suggestions: Set limits on how much you'll spend on clothes
for a date, how to recognize a relationship "con artist" who doesn't pay his fair share and knowing that even the
best-laid plans will be turned on their head by something unforeseen.

For more-successful women, there are tips on diversifying wealth and keeping wealth under a woman's control.

It's advice that's probably going to elicit chuckles from the guys. "Hey, my wife (or girlfriend) can't handle a
credit card. How could she manage a business or a portfolio."

Sorry, gentlemen, the reality is that U.S. women are more educated, wealthier and independent than they ever
have been. More than half of people over 21 aren't married, the highest rate in history. And the steps that "Seven
Pearls" offers to women are a lot of the same tricks men have been using for centuries.

If "Seven Pearls" has a problem, it's that it tries to cover too much ground. There's a discussion of exit plans for a
house on fire, mommy blogging as a source of income, but there could be more on where to put 401(k) or
retirement account money. 

But that's just a minor quibble. After all, life is complicated, so it follows that our finances are, too. You
remember that old home-economics class they used to teach in high school. It turns out that today's class is not
only just as complicated as global economics, it is quickly becoming the global economy, if it isn't already.

Write to David Weidner at david.weidner@dowjones.com
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